
FOLSOM CORDOVA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 2020-2021 

CORDOVA HIGH SCHOOL 
 
COURSE: English 1A and 1B 
TEACHER: Ms. Cline 
EMAIL: ccline@fcusd.org 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: English 1A and 1B (English 9) is the first year required course for high school curriculum relation to the 
development of oral and written communication skills. A specific emphasis is placed upon state language arts content standards of 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Through the critical interpretation of literature, students will develop their abilities in 
introductory literary analysis, composition skills, the acquisition of grammar and usage skills, and speaking and listening skills needed 
in academic discussions.   
  
TEXTBOOKS AND FILM: Textbooks used in class are approved by the state of California as well as our FCUSD board. The full 
length texts we will be studying are: To Kill a Mockingbird, The Odyssey, Of Mice and Men and The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet. 
Films shown in this class may include various appropriate clips film clips that correspond with the skills we are reading. 
 
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: Campus rules and policies as outlined in the student handbook will be adhered to in this classroom. In 
addition to the Cordova HS school-wide rules, students are expected to be: 
 

1. Prepared: All students will be prepared for class. This includes completing all assignments, being on time to class, 
remaining in class, and being prepared for assessments. 

2. Responsible: Students are responsible for their own learning. Students will be actively engaged throughout class and will 
submit all assignments on time. Students will communicate with the teacher when additional help or clarification is needed. 

3. Respectful: Students will act with integrity and respect the learning environment including the teacher, classmates, online 
learning spaces, and themselves. Participation in discussions will be constructive, collaborative, and thoughtful. 
 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Academic dishonesty occurs when a student uses someone else’s work as their own.  Examples of 
academic dishonesty include: plagiarism, “sharing” of documents in google docs, copying someone’s answers and changing a few 
words, or allowing someone to write the paper for you. You are participating in plagiarism when you take someone else’s work and 
call it your own, as well as when you give your work to someone else. 
  
ANY instance of academic dishonesty will be followed with all of the following actions: 
 

1. Meeting between teacher and student and notification to parents 
2. Notification to the Assistant Principal and recorded in the student’s discipline record 
3. Notification to all other teachers of the student 
4. Student may be given a “second chance” to “redo” the assignment under the terms of the teacher. 
5. Only one “second chance” will be granted for the school year. 

 
DISCIPLINE: Should infractions of the classroom or school rules arise, there will be several options for discipline.  
 

● Muting: This is equivalent to being asked to step outside the classroom. 

● Parent/Student/Teacher Conference: A video conference may be set up to discuss behavior. 

● Removal from Class Meeting: This is equivalent to a class suspension. Parents will be notified and a referral will be made to 
the administration. 

ATTENDANCE AND TARDIES: Attendance is mandatory for success in this class. When students miss class, they miss learning 
opportunities that cannot be replaced. Missing an in-class activity does not excuse students from completing an assignment or taking a 
test related to that activity. In order to be marked as “present” for class, students need to be logged on to the Teams meeting on 
time and stay logged on for the duration of the period.  
 
MAKE-UP WORK: All assignments are due immediately upon returning from an absence. You are responsible for making 
arrangements for make-up work following an absence. Please consult Google Classroom, peers, and Ms. Dyer to see what you have 
missed and need to make up. Remember, it is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for submitting work and 
making up assignments from an absence. 
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MATERIALS: Students must have a Chromebook/Computer and the current text we are studying. In addition, students may find it 
helpful to have binder paper, pens/pencils, highlighters, and post-it notes.  
 
GRADING POLICY: This course is an International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP) course. As such, students will 
be assessed using MYP assessment and final grade policies. Please refer to the CHS MYP section of the school website for additional 
details. Students are expected to actively participate in their own learning by completing ALL of the assignments. Although final 
grades are based on summative assessments, performance on formative assessments will guide instruction in the classroom. 
 

Formative Assessments: occur after small amounts of instruction while you are making meaning of new concepts. The 
feedback is nearly immediate and helps you integrate new information with previous knowledge. Examples of formative 
assessments: Class Work, Class Discussions, Vocabulary Practice, and Bellwork.  

Summative Assessments: occur at the end of a unit of instruction. The results may take awhile to be returned. The purpose of 
summative assessments is to help Ms. Cline  evaluate mastery of the learning goals. Summative assessments may occur less 
frequently than formative assessments. Examples of summative assessments: Reading Exams, Essays, Presentations, and 
Group Projects. 

Re-Assessment: Students may request to re-submit additional evidence of mastery of their skills. Students MUST complete 
the “Re-Assessment Request” form. All re-assessments must be turned in at least one week before the end of the grading 
period. Re-assessments may take a different from then the original assessment (i.e., an written paragraph instead of a 
vocabulary test). 

Citizenship Grades: will be based on attendance, attitude, class participation, and behavior during class. 
 
MYP ASSESSMENT: A model of growth is used in the International Baccalaureate program. Students will be assessed throughout 
the course. Thus it is important that students try their best to demonstrate their current understanding on ALL assignments. Teachers 
may use a large variety of assignments to assess the student’s learning and growth. Many concepts in English are continuously 
assessed over the course of the year. If a student shows growth from one assessment to another, this is reflected in the rubric score and 
thus their grade. Student grades will be determined on an eight point rubric correlating to the demonstrated skill level. 
 
MYP assigns four criteria to each subject. The criterion for English are A) Analyzing, B) Organizing, C) Producing Text, and D) 
Using Language.  Each criteria is assessed multiple times giving students multiple opportunities to show growth in their understanding 
and skills. Poor performance on ONE assessment will not determine the entire grade for a semester as there are 4 areas being assessed. 
 
MYP CRITERION RUBRIC: Your work will be assessed using MYP criterion based rubrics. Each eight-point rubric clearly 
explains what you need to accomplish on an assignment in order to achieve the highest quality and grade. We will discuss the 
task-specific rubrics used before an assignment.  
 
CONFERENCES/ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Students will receive help in class whenever possible. I am always willing to meet 
with students who need extra help. With prior notice, we can set up a video conference to answer questions and discuss class work.  If 
you need to reach me, please email me at ccline@fcusd.org 

PARENT/TEACHER CONTACT: Parents/Guardians may contact me by emailing me at ccline@fcusd.org,  and I will do my best 
to respond within 24 hours. Additionally, parents can keep track of assignments by requesting to be added as a “Guardian” to Google 
Classroom.  
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